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SUBJECT: VISIT OF GUATEMALAN VICE PRESIDENT MARIO SANDOVAL 

REF: GUATEMALA 4594 

1 . SUMMARY. GUATEMALAN VICE PRESIDENT MARIO SANDOVAL ALARCON 
SPENT AUGUST 4-5 IN RIO AND BRASILIA IN AN UNSUCCESSFUL EFFORT 

TO PERSUADE BRAZIL TO END ITS NEUTRALITY ON THE BELIZE ISSUE. 

TOP BRAZILIAN OFFICIALS LISTENED POLITIELY TO SANDOVAL'S 
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STRIDENT APPEAL, PROMISING ONLY TO "CAREFULLY STUDY" THE MATTER. 
MEANWHILE, BRITISH CONTINUE PRESSING BRAZIL TO REMAIN NEUTRAL. 
RAKING FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIAL TOLD US BRAZIL WOULD CONTINUE TO 
ABSTAIN ON ISSUE, AT LEAST THROUGH 32ND UNGA. END SUMMARY: 

2. GUATEMALAN VICE PRESIDENT MARIO SANDOVAL ALARCON, ACCOMPANIED 
BY VICE FOREIGN MINISTER OBIOLS, ENDED TWO DAY VISIT TO BRAZIL 
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AUGUST 5 SEEKING TO ENLIST BRRAZILIAN SUPPORT FOR GUATEMALA IN THE 
DISPUTE OVER BELIZE. HIGHLIGHT OF SANDOVAL'S SCHEDULE WAS A 
10-MINUTE MEETING WITH PRESIDENT ERNESTO GEISEL DURING WHICH 
SANDOVAL PRESENTED GEISEL WITH THE "ORDER OF THE QUETZAL," 

GUATEMALA'S HIGHEST DECORATION, IN REOCGNITION OF BRAZILIAN HELP 
TO GUATEMALA IN WAKE OF FEBRUARY 1976 EARTHQUAKE. SANDOVAL AND 
OBIOLS ALSO HAD SUBSTANTIVE TALKS WITH FOREIGN MINISTER SILVEIRA. 

3. DURING MEETING WITH GEISEL AND IN A SUBSEQUENT PRESS CONFERENCE 
SANDOVAL REPORTEDLY MADE FOLLOWING POINTS: 

- GUATEMALA, IN BELIZE, IS BEING MENACED BY INFILTRATION BY GUERRI- 
LLA FORCES WHICH ARE SUPPORTED BY FIDEL CASTRO AND GREAT BRITAIN. 

-. GUATEMALA WILL FIGHT TO "THE LAST DROP OF BLOOD OF THE LAST 
GUATEMALAN" IF ITS JUST RIGHTS IN BELIZE ARE NOT RESPECTED. 

- IF NECESSARY, GUATEMALA WILL INVOKE THE INTERAMERICAN 
TRATY FOR RECIPROCAL ASSISTANCE. 

- PRESENT SITUATION IS EXTREMELY DANGEROUS SINCE TWO ARMIES, 

FACE TO FACE, COULD START A FIGHT AT ANY MOMENT. 

4. GUATEMALAN ALSO TOLD PRESS THAT: (A) GEISEL AND SILVEIRA PROM 
ISED A VERY CAREFUL STUDY OF GUATEMALA'S POSITION ON BELIZE AND 
FAVOR PEACEFUL SOLUTION OF THE PROBLEM; (A) THE CARTER ADMINIS 
TRATION HAS NOT YET MADE ITS POLICY CLEAR ON GIT ATF.MAI . A-BFJ JZ F, 

ISSUE. SANDOVAL ADDED RELATIONS BETWEEN THE US AND GUATEMALA WERE NOT 
GOOD BECAUSE US BELIEVES IT CAN INTERVENE IN INTERNAL GUATEMALAN 
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AFFAIRS UNDER PRETEXT OF DEFENDING HUMAN RIGHTS. US HAS PROHIBITED 
GUATEMALAN PURCHASE OF PISTOLS AND TEAR GAS, NECESSARY FOR THE 
POLICE, UNDER SAME PRETEXT. (C) GUATEMALA WAS FORCED TO BREAK 
RELATIONS WITH PANAMA BECAUSE PANAMA SOLD OUT ON ITS PROMISE OF 
SOLIDARITY WITH GUATEMALA IN FAVOR OF THIRD WORLD SUPPORT FOR 
PANAMA'S POSITION ON THE CANAL. 

5. ONLY SILVEIRA COMMENTED PUBLICLY ON SANDOVAL'S REMARKS. 

ON BELIZE, AND THEN IN INNOCUOUS STATEMENT: "BELIZE MUST START 

ITS POLITICAL INDEPENDENCE IN A PEACEFUL WAY AND THROUGH NEGOTIA- 
TIONS". ACCORDING TO PRESS, GEISEL IGNORED ISSUE, LIMITING HIS 
REMARKS TO THANKS FOR GUATEMALAN DECORATION, NOTING THAT HUMAN 
SOLIDARITY AND SHARED PRINCIPLES OF SOVEREIGNTY, SELF-DETERMINATION 
AND PEACEFUL COMPANIONSHIP PROMPTED BRAZIL'S ASSISTANCE TO GUATEMALA 
IN THE EARTHQUAKE AFTERMATH. PRESS ACCOUNTS REFLECTED OFFICIAL 
SILENCE ABOUT GUATEMALAN PLEA FOR SUPPORT. 

6. COMMENT. A BRITISH EMBASSY OFFICER TOLD EMBOFF THAT, FROM 
BRITISH POINT OF VIEW, GUATEMALA HAS NOT MADE ANY PROGRESS IN 
MOVING BRAZIL FROM ITS NEUTRAL STANCE ON BELIZE. BRITISH AMBASSADOR 
STATHAM HAS CONTINUED TO MAKE IT ABUNDANTLY CLEAR TO ITAMARATY 
THAT THE SUCCESS OF THE UPCOMING VISIT TO BRAZIL OF THE BRITISH 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

FOREIGN TRADE MINISTER VERY MUCH DEPENDS ON CONTINUED BRAZILIAN 
NEUTRALITY. BRITISH EMBASSY BELIEVS THAT AMBASSADOR STATHAM’S 
CALLS HAVE BEEN EFFECTIVE. 

7. ACTING CHIEF OF ITAMARATY'S INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION DIVISION, 

MINISTER MARCOS AZAMBUJA, TOLD POL COUNSELOR AUGUST 5 THAT BRAZIL 
WOULD CONTINUE ITS ABSENTENTION ON ISSUE, AT LEAST THROUGH 
PERIOD OF 32ND UNGA. 

RUSER 
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